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1. Why were you drawn to the service-learning project?  

I was drawn to this because it is a way for my student’s to gain practical, hands-on experience in the fields of conservation biology and general biology. It seemed more meaningful than in-class exams. More meaningful to them and to the community.

2. Explain the project as a whole.  How would you rate the experience for you as an instructor, on a scale for 1 to 5, with 1=poor and 5=high? The projects in both Forest biology 102 and Birds of Oregon 103 were a lot of fun. They were a lot of work on my part but I appreciated the funding (especially as an adjunct faculty). I was able to get to know my students better and was able to spend more individual time with them. I would rate the experience as a 5. 

3. What if anything have you gained from the experience?

I have gained more insight into the needs of my students. I feel more fulfilled as an instructor because I am continuing to contribute, with my students, to conservation biology. 

4. What if anything do you think your students gained (or will gain) from the experience?

My student’s say that they have gained first hand experience with concepts and practices in biology that they would not have understood in the classroom. For example, many participated in native plant restoration projects. These projects allowed them to fully understand the pros and cons of restoration work. It also gave them good experience on their resumes and good contacts in our community. 

5. From your perspective, how did the community agency benefit?

The community agencies such as Mt Pisgah Arboretum and Oregon Natural Resource Council and Friends of Buford Park gained by having increased volunteer labor and input to their conservation practices. Each of these groups are based on volunteer efforts. 

6. How did the service activity contribute to class material?  Were the connections easy or difficult to make?  Please provide 2-3 specific examples.

In Birds of Oregon 103, students, in one project, conducted bird counts with me for Friends of Buford Park. The birds counts were done to compare bird numbers to restoration work in the County Park. Class materials include lectures and laboratories on bird counts. This service learning project was one way for the student’s to contribute to actual bird counts that will be used in conservation. 

In Forest Biology 102, many student’s completed a roadless area survey of a site in Fall Creek for Oregon Natural Resource Council. They conducted plant surveys and documented their opinions on the value of the area as a roadless area. Their comments will be part of the public record submitted to Oregon Natural Resource Council for their recommendations to federal and other agencies concerning future management of this section of public land. This was an invaluable experience for the students because they developed opinions that will impact the future of public land management in Oregon. 

7. What was your initial experience with your students?  Did it change over the term? How? When?

My initial experience was good. I felt well prepared with a good format for their reports and data collection. I felt that I needed to be present for some of the service learning projects however, to prevent some confusion on some of the complicated projects. 

8. What problems did you encounter?  Were these resolved? How? Why?

I had some problems with students not following through with some of the professional connections. I also had problems with one agency in Cottage Grove. There were several mis-communications with a Forest Service staff person. The resolution was through e-mail and communication with Jennifer V. I will not use this district in the future. 

9. Did you feel rewarded? In what ways?  What factors do you attribute to this?

I felt extremely rewarded to work with students and help them learn about conservation issues in biology. I was able to help them learn about applied biology in an area that is very important to me. My M.S. is in applied biology (wildlife biology), and therefore I felt glad to share this with students. 

10. What would you say was your greatest success story in this experience?

One of the greatest success stories was with the roadless area surveys on the Willamette National Forest with Oregon Natural Resource Council. I was able to bring students to a site they had never seen on their public land and teach them how to have a voice in the decision making on our public lands. The students fully enjoyed this field work and felt like they were making a difference in land management. They also came to know a part of Oregon that some of them never knew existed. Their final reports demonstrated their new skills and their wonderful enthusiasm for their biological field work and field experience.

11. What would you say was your biggest failure in this experience?

My biggest failure would be none really. I don’t feel like I failed at anything on this project. The mis-communication above with Cottage Grove was not a failure. 

12. Would you recommend changes to the course/service-learning project?  What changes would you recommend?

I would recommend recruiting one student to be a coordinator of all of the service learning options in the class.

13. Will you engage in service-learning in this course again?  Will you incorporate SL in other courses you teach? 

Yes, I will engage in service-learning again in the course and in others I teach. The only hard part will be the lack of funding as an adjunct faculty. The funding to develop a service learning component to a class is generously provided, but the work continues past the original curriculum development.

14. Would you recommend the incorporation of service-learning to other instructors? 

Yes, I would strongly recommend service learning because the students gain a tremendous amount of first-hand experience that will help them in their occupations. They also gain a sense of community that is part of their LCC experience. They make new friends and help the earth at the same time. 

