WR 245: The Poet in the City

A Service-Learning class

Instructor:  Dr. Jennifer von Ammon
Office: Bldg. 20/143 or CEN 448C

Telephone:  463-3658


Class Days/Times: T/R 1:00-2:20 PM

Course Prerequisite: WR 121 Composition

Office Hours (held in Bldg 20/143): Tues 12:30-1 PM and 2:30-3:30 PM; Wed 1-2 PM; Thurs 12:30-1 PM and 2:30-3 PM; and Fri 3-3:30 PM

Required Textbooks:  

Runaway With Words:A Short Course on Poetry & How To Take It With You, Gardner

Runaway With Words (anthology), Gardner

The Poet’s Companion, Addonizio & Laux

A good dictionary and thesaurus

Required Materials: 

Manila paper folder for portfolio of poems

Course Objectives: 

“Only when I know both seed and system, self and community, can I embody the great commandment to love both my neighbor and myself.”  







--Parker Palmer, Let Your Life Speak

The Poet in the City is a service-learning course designed to offer you the opportunity to explore poetry individually and to team-teach workshops in the Eugene community. During the term, you’ll write original poetry in the traditional classroom and also venture outside the classroom to community sites such as LCC Downtown Center, The Heeran Center, Serbu Youth Detention, residential care facilities, or schools, such as Magnet Arts Elementary School.  You’ll write poems, share them with your peers, and visit community settings to team-teach and write poems with others.  When you return from the poetry workshops in nontraditional environments, you’ll reflect on those experiences in guided reflection assignments. I’ll ask you to respond to your community involvement, reflect on how civic involvement can alter your creative writing process, and ask you to evaluate your own sense of responsibility to others.  Upon completion of the course, you will have had the opportunity to write poetry in a variety of forms and to team-teach lessons you’ve developed with your peers.   

Credits:  This is a 4-CREDIT course.  Three (3) of your credits are earned by attending class on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  One (1) credit is earned through participation in out-of-class service-learning activities, including but not limited to: community outreach workshops, local poetry readings, presentations, teacher training sessions, and planning meetings with fellow students and/or site coordinators.  You are required to participate in these out-of-class activities with fellow Poet in the City poets and/or community partners to receive a passing grade in this course.  YOU MUST KEEP A RECORD OF YOUR HOURS TO SUBMIT AT MIDTERM AND AT THE END OF THE TERM.  Because this course is NOT a variable credit course, you may not opt out of the community activity requirements to reduce the credit you receive.

Service-learning Component:  This course includes a service-learning  component.  Service-learning is the link between community and curriculum. In the same way that in instructor turns to a textbook, teaches a lesson, and asks you to describe what you learned from the text, a service-learning instructor turns to the community, asks you to become involved with community members, and requires you to reflect on that involvement to demonstrate the connections between curriculum and community. 

As we write and discuss poetry in the traditional classroom at LCC, we will also team-teach poetry workshops in community outreach settings.  The philosophy behind this project is based on the value of experiential education: when we engage with the community outside our classrooms, our civic awareness grows, our education diversifies, and we become active citizens of our world.  A large part of service-learning is reflection.  I’ll provide a variety of reflection exercises that must be complete for you to receive a passing grade in the course.

During the first 2 weeks of class, you will determine a group to participate in, based on your work/school schedules and availability.  WE WILL HAVE APPROXIMATELY 6 GROUPS with 4 LCC STUDENTS participating in each group.  We will spend approximately the first 3 weeks of class writing at LCC and becoming acquainted with the format of workshops.  The second half of the term will include community outreach workshops.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS and SITES: During the first 2 weeks of class, we’ll confirm groups and locations for community workshops.   

Summary of Course Requirements:


Prompt and consistent attendance

Full participation in reading and writing assignments

Reading poetry aloud in class

Completion of the Final Take-Home Examination

Active participation in service-learning workshops

Completion of reflections regarding service-learning activity

Portfolio of original poems submitted 2 times during the term

Attendance Policy: Your attendance and active participation are essential to the course’s success as a whole.  Plan to participate in class discussions and in-class writing exercises to demonstrate your engagement with the poems you are writing and reading.  I will take roll.  Two (2) absences are permitted during the term.  Absences beyond two will affect your final course grade.  Also, you cannot make up work you missed during class time.   Since participation is crucial to your learning experience in the classroom, four classes = failure in the course. Dropping the course once you realize you are unable to complete it satisfactorily is your responsibility.  If you do not drop the course before the term deadline, you will fail the course.


Tardiness:  Prompt attendance is essential.  Three tardies = one absence. If you are not present when roll is called, you will be considered late.  It is your responsibility to see me immediately after class to inform me that you were late.  You must tell me on the same day that you were tardy so that I will mark you tardy and not absent.  Missing more than fifteen minutes of any class—from being tardy or leaving early—is the equivalent of one absence.  

Late Poetry Portfolio Policy: TYPED Poetry portfolios are due three (3) times this quarter, and they will be collected during the first five minutes on the class specified on your pacing schedule.  Any portfolio submitted after the first five minutes of class will be considered late and be subject to grade penalty based on class days late.  Each class day a portfolio is late, it will be lowered one letter grade.  I DO NOT ACCEPT PORTFOLIOS MORE THAN 2 CLASS PERIODS AFTER THEIR DUE DATES.  All late portfolios must be submitted directly to me or during regular office hours at the Department of English, Foreign Language, and Speech, CEN 457—8:30 AM-4:30 PM, M-F.  The office assistant will document your submission (date/time) and place it in my mailbox.  Never submit anything under my office door as items cannot be documented and have become lost or misplaced.  

Grades:

A represents extraordinary work in all assignments and full participation in class.  A indicates that your poetry is ambitious and creative.  A means your poems are typed, written clearly and gracefully, and are free from errors.  You’ve experimented with different styles of poems and challenged yourself in regard to form and content.  Your journal entries and overall work reveal true engagement with the materials.  A means that you have achieved these goals:

· Regular attendance, active class participation (not more than 1 or 2 absences)

· Regular attendance/participation in community outreach workshops

· Completion of a creative, engaged portfolio of poems (on time submissions)

· Recitation of at least 2 poems during the term

· 90% or higher on a final exam that covers our course materials

· Completion of reflective exercises on service-learning experience in community settings

· Submission of service-learning work during the term (time sheet)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B represents good, solid poetry writing.  B indicates that your typed poems have moments of originality and that you’ve taken some risks.  You’ve written clearly most of the time and explored a range of poetic forms in your portfolio.  Your journals show a clear interest with the course materials.  B means that you have achieved these goals:

· Regular attendance, above average class  participation (3 absences max)

· Regular attendance/participation in community outreach workshops

· Completion of a typed, creative portfolio of poems (on time submissions)

· Recitation of at least 2 poems during the term

· 80-89% on a final exam that covers our course materials

· Completion of reflective exercises on service-learning experience in community settings

· Submission of service-learning work during the term (time sheet)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

C represents solid work but very little risk-taking in poetry writing and less than full participation in class and community activities.  C indicates that you have done the minimum of what has been asked of you this term.  Your poems are not particularly ambitious or creative, and you’ve shown minimal growth as a poet in terms of exploring a variety of forms.  You poems are not written clearly, and they contain some surface errors.  The journal work shows minimum effort.  C means that you have achieved these goals:

· Good attendance and adequate participation in class (3 absences max)

· Attendance/participation in community outreach settings

· Completion of a portfolio of poems (submitted on time)

· Recitation of 1 or 2 poem(s)

· 70-79% or higher on a final exam that covers our course materials

· Completion of reflective exercises on service-learning experience (field work)

· Submission of service-learning work during the term (time sheet)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

D represents poor work and no risk taking.

· No recitation of poetry

· 3 absences max

· Incomplete portfolio of original poems

· Some participation in class discussions and community workshops

· 60%-69% on a final exam 

· Incomplete submission of service-learning hours during the term

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

F represents 4 or more absences and a failure to do the work for the course

Reading poems aloud in class: This is an active learning environment so it requires your participation. You will be sharing your poetry and the poetry of others with writers in class.  Poetry is an oral tradition—bring poems that have inspired you, poems you’ve written with your community partners, poems your community partners have written (with their permission).  Come to class prepared to share your experience of the art of poetry.  To earn a high grade in class, you are required to share poetry orally at least twice during the term.

Final Exam: You will be given a take-home exam with short answer and essay questions regarding the poetry we’ve studied, your creative process, and service-learning community outreach activities.  You must complete this exam to pass the class.

Plagiarism Policy: According to LCC’s student code of conduct, the term "plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, “the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person, without full and clear acknowledgment.  It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials such as term papers or other academic materials prepared by a person other than the submitting student.”  Plagiarism is a serious academic violation.  If you use any outside information or sources on any writing assignment, you must document your direct and indirect quotes through parenthetical documentation (MLA format).  If you plagiarize any assignment in this class, you will fail this course and you will be subject to reprimand in accordance with LCC policies.

Diversity Statement: Lane Community College is committed to providing a quality educational environment for all students. As a member of our community and this campus, I support and value diversity, including diversity related to the following: age, gender, ethnicity, cultural origin, national origin, source and level of income, familial status, marital status, pregnancy, sexual orientation, religion, or disability.  Class discussions and overall classroom climate will acknowledge and respect Lane’s commitment to diversity.  According to LCC’s Diversity Plan, “Diversity is about being inclusive, not exclusive. Understanding that people within the college will reflect a collection of similarities and differences, diversity will gather the power of many and reflect the spirit of one.” Please see LCC website for more information about Lane’s Diversity Plan.

Class visitors:  Because visitors could impact the learning environment and comfort level of students who have registered for this class, classroom time and space are reserved only for students enrolled in this course.  Guests, children, babies, and/or pets are not permitted unless you have made prior arrangements with the instructor and the instructor has received authorization from the division chair of the English department.  

Tutoring Services:  Trained, free drop-in tutors will assist you with your writing assignments at the Central Tutor Center: Center 210, across from the library.  For more information, call LCC Tutoring Service at 463-5282.

Access for Students with Disabilities: If you are in need of support or assistance because of a documented disability, whether it be psychiatric, learning, physical, hard of hearing, or sensory, you may be eligible for academic accommodations through Disability Services.  Contact the Disability Services office in Building 1, Room 218. Phone: 463-5150 or call Students First! at 463-3100.p by Building 1, Room 218.

Final Note: If you need further clarification regarding any of the statements or policies described in this syllabus, please see me.


Important Dates to Remember:

April 3, midnight............................... Last day to receive refund

April 22........................................... In-service, college closed

May 20........................................... Last day for schedule changes

May 30........................................... Memorial Day, college closed

June 6-11........................................ Finals week

June 11.......................................... Spring term ends

June 11.......................................... GED/Credit Program Graduation

The Poet in the City 

Spring Term 2005 Course Outline

Week 1: Reading assignment this week, the introduction of Runaway With Words (Anthology) and Chapters I-V. Begin reading through the RWW workbook at your own pace for workshop ideas and to practice exercises.

3/29

First day of class; orientation; review policies/syllabus

3/31

Second day of class; complete drop/adds; review policies;



in-class writing and sharing; class covenant

Week 2:  Reading assignment this week, Introduction, “Writing and Knowing” and “The Family,” from The Poet’s Companion. Read RWW workbook, focusing on “The Line,” pp. 18-25 and “The Stanza,” pp. 26-32. Practice exercises on each section. Read Chapters VI-X of RWW anthology.

4/5

 

4/7


Week 3:  Reading assignment this week, “Poetry of Place,” The Poet’s Companion.  Continue reading RWW workbook, reading and reviewing text/exercises on “Image and Symbol,” pp. 45-50

4/12


4/14

Writing in class/practicing community workshop structure

Week 4: Reading assignment this week, “Simile and Metaphor” from The Poet’s Companion. Community poetry writing workshops begin in 4th week of term

4/19

Guest: Viriam Singh Khalsa, Serbu Detention



Working and writing with youth in detention

4/21

In-class workshop

Week 5:  Reading assignment this week, “The Music of the Line” and “ Voice and Style” from The Poet’s Companion

4/26

1st Portfolio of 4 poems DUE



Select one (1) of your poems for in-class packet to ‘workshop’

Place a star/asterisk next to poem to be Xeroxed for class distribution

4/28

Class Packets of poems distributed

Week 6: 
5/3

Workshop of class poems

5/5

Workshop of class poems

Week 7:  Reading assignment this week, “Twenty-Minute Writing Exercises ” from The Poet’s Companion

5/10

Community workshop poems and reflections DUE

5/12

In-class workshop of poems/community workshop lesson planning

Week 8: 

5/17

In-class workshop/community workshop planning

5/19



Week 9: 

5/24

2nd Portfolio of 6 poems DUE 

(4 poems from your original portfolio and 2 new poems)



In-class poetry writing and sharing

5/26

In-class poetry writing and sharing



Community workshop poems and reflections DUE

Week 10:  

5/31

Take Home finals are distributedÑtyped final answers due on 6/7



In-class discussion/writing exercises

6/2
3rd and Final Portfolio of 8 poems DUE (6 poems from your second portfolio submission and 2 new poems added)



Last class session: Poetry Reading

FINAL EXAM:  Take Home Final due promptly on Tuesday, June 7th at 12 Noon. Bring final to my office Bldg 20/143 or to the Main English office, 4th floor CENTER building. Final Exams due promptly at 12 NOON. LATE FINAL EXAMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

June 11: LCC Graduation!

