Lane’s “Reading Together” Project 
and First Year Experience (FYE)

Curriculum Development Mini-Grant Application and Instructions
Due Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2011
Help Your First Year Students Experience Reading Together!

Curriculum development mini-grants (from 5-10 hours) are available to support infusing readings and assignments from Barry Lopez’s Vintage Lopez into your Fall 2011 Writing course.  Lopez’s book is a collection of reflections on natural and cultural relationships among humans and their environment.  Essay titles include “The American Geographies,” “The Naturalist,” “Learning to See” and “Landscape and Narrative.”  

What is an infusion?

For the purposes of this Reading Together/FYE project, a curricular infusion involves these things:

1. Assigning at least one essay from the Lane Reading Together 2011-12 book, Vintage Lopez by Barry Lopez during Week 1 or Week 2 of Fall term.

2. Developing a writing assignment (formal or informal, short or long, etc.) that asks students to engage with a key concept, theme, style feature, or idea from Lopez’s book with an eye to working on at least one learning outcome for your class. 
3. Facilitating student attendance at either the evening Reading Together Community Event (on Thursday, October 6th at which Barry Lopez will be the speaker) and/or the Reading Together Student Event on Friday October 7th from 10-12 (with a free lunch following).  You may bring your entire class to the event or develop incentives for students to attend on their own and integrate their experience of seeing the author into an assignment of your invention.
Modest infusions might involve first simply reading, selecting, and then assigning a single essay from the book, and then developing discussion and/or reading questions for students.  As part of this sequence of work, students would participate in the Reading Together Student Event on Oct. 7th from 10-12 (A free lunch for all who attend follows).  Attendance at the event could be a class activity or an optional assignment, depending on when your class is offered.

A more ambitious infusion might integrate several of Lopez’s essays or even the entire Vintage Lopez book and its themes into your course during the term; you might weave his ideas about landscape, environment, culture into a larger essay or set of responses, etc. As with the more modest infusion, an extended sequence would ideally do one or both of the following:

· involve either taking your class to the Reading Together Student Event on Friday, Oct. 7th  from 10-12 

· or offering an alternative optional/extra-credit assignment in which students attend on their own and create some kind of response/report following the event.

Application & Instructions:
NOTE: When you accept curriculum development support for this project, you agree to share your assignment/infusion with colleagues on our FYE moodle site.  If approved for funding, you will receive an email informing you. The payment will show up in your paycheck without entering CD hours. DO NOT ENTER CD HOURS INTO YOUR TIMESHEET for this project.

Please answer the following questions.

Your NAME:

Your L#
1. Briefly describe your idea for a curricular infusion of Barry Lopez’s Vintage Lopez essay/book into your Writing course in Fall 2011.  The Integrative Assignment Heuristic attached can be useful as you progress in your assignment design.



2. Curriculum Development Hours you are requesting: (5-10)

3. Do you plan to bring your entire class to the event (this applies if you teach Friday 10-12 or 12-2)?

4. Do you plan to offer an optional/alternative assignment that includes attendance at the Student Event? (this applies to classes that meet outside the Student Event hours Oct 7 from 10-12).

5. On page 3 of this document, you will find the heuristic for integrative assignments shared with us by the Washington Center for Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education. While it’s not necessary for you to consult the heuristic to apply, you may wish to use it as you develop your assignment.

Designing Purposeful Integrative Learning Experiences: Reading Together and First Year Experience 

What is the overarching question or the context that makes this assignment or activity relevant for students? 
Integrative assignment goal: create an assignment that requires students to integrate what they read/learn from Lopez’s text and/or from their engagement with the Student Event/Luncheon with one key writing course or activity outcome in a meaningful way.

Questions to consider: 
1. What writing course outcome makes sense in the context of your assignment or activity? 
2. What in particular will you ask students to do? 

3. How will you invite students to reflect on their learning in relation to Lopez’s work and their engagement with it both textually and in person? 
4. Are there student success principles that you could introduce or reinforce as part of this project?


[image: image1]
Element #2: 





COURSE OUTCOME AND/OR ACTIVITY OUTCOME





Select a course/activity outcome that lends itself to being achieved through student engagement with the Lopez text and idea/theme/prompt. This outcome should be important enough to merit spending a little extra time on. 








Element #1: 


�VINTAGE LOPEZ TEXT AND PROMPT/IDEA/THEME





Select a text (essay) and an idea/theme/prompt from Lopez’s text  that makes sense for students to work on in the context of your course or activity.











� Adapted with permission from Gillies Malnarich and Emily Lardner, Washington Center for Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education  “Integrated Assignment Heuristic.”
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