
Addendum: David Conley’s 

“Facets of College Readiness”
 

1.Key Cognitive Strategies

Intellectual openness
Inquisitiveness
Analysis
Reasoning, argumentation, proof
Interpretation
Precision and accuracy
Problem solving

2. Key Content Knowledge—the “key structures, concepts and knowledge”

· Writing, Research, Math, Science, Social Science, World Languages,

3.  Academic Behaviors

· Self monitoring and metacognitive abilities to understand ones own blind spots and understanding.

· Tendency to persist when confronted with a difficult task

· Ability to identify and employ a number of learning strategies.

· Ability to transfer learning strategies from familiar to unfamiliar contexts

· Mastery of study skills beyond reading and answering questions: time management, using information resources, note taking, communication with advisors/counselors, balancing social and academic life.

4. Contextual Skills and Awareness

· “Contextual factors encompass primarily the privileged information necessary to understand how college operates as a system and culture (13).”

· “Examples of key context skills and awareness include a systemic understanding of the postsecondary educational system combined with specific knowledge of the norms, values, and conventions of interactions in the college context, and the human relations skills necessary to cope with and adapt to this system, even if it is radically different from the community in which a particular student was raised (13).”

· “College knowledge” –stated and unstated processes necessary to navigate the system.
� See below note 2.


� All of these dimensions and quotes are taken from David Conley’s “Redefining College Readiness.”  Eugene, Oregon: Educational Policy Improvement Center, March 2007. 
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