Application for Ethnic/Gender/Cultural Diversity (EGCD) Requirement status

Application Reviewed by: __________________


Faculty presenter: Don Addison




Date: May 28,2008
Course Number: Music 108




Course title: Music in World Cultures





Criteria: Ethnic/Gender/Cultural Diversity (EGCD) courses shall:

· Be a minimum of 3 credits

· Be regularly numbered offerings (not 199 or 299 temporary or 298 independent study)

· Have Curriculum Committee approval; if eligible, have applied for other degree requirement status for Arts & Letters or Social Science requirement status

· Achieve the same outcomes if course sections are taught by more than one instructor

	In addition, courses fulfilling the Ethnic/Gender/Cultural Diversity requirement shall:
	How course meets criteria

	1. emphasize elements of critical thinking
	Assignments require students employ critical thinking as they analyze world music in both vocal and instrumental forms. The whole issue of what sounds good and not-so-good demands critical thinking at all levels of world music study.

	2. have as their central focus the study of the unequal distribution of power within the framework of  particular disciplines and course content
	Music in various cultures are used sometimes to fortify a political system and at other times to provide protest music that seeks to even out access to resources and stimulate upward mobility and inspire positive ethnic identities as admirable images when population groups interact.

	3. focus primarily on the United States, although global contexts are encouraged
	World music scholarship includes the study and validation of cultures of minority populations within the US as well as global musical cultures around the world. Sometimes, for example, the study of Japanese music in Japan reveals certain characteristics which are altered in significant ways when Japanese-Americans use these same musical compositions.

	4. provide illustrations of ways in which structural, institutional, and ideological discrimination arise from socially defined meanings attributed to difference
	Certain musical repertoire illustrates cultural contexts in which some populations seek domination over others as well as cases in which populations seek upward mobility and acceptance of their peoples and cultures by outsiders

	5. provide historical and contemporary examples of difference, power, and discrimination across cultural, economic, social, and political institutions in the United States
	Differences associated with dissimilar population groups frequently are associated with music used to express their history and their comtemporary situations where power and discrimination occur or are used to take place across cultural, economic, social and political institutions within the United States and sometimes in musical cultures in other parts of the globe.

	6. provide illustrations of ways in which the interactions of social categories, such as race, ethnicity, social class, gender, religion, sexual orientation, disability, and age, are related to difference, power, and discrimination in the United States
	Musical genres and various repertoires frequently illustrate the interactions of social categories, where racial or ethnic identities are given praise, and elsewhere (for example the Omabe Music of Nigeria) where gender and religion were used to sustain African-on-African slavery in pre-European contact times. In the US, the use of Gospel music in the African American communities and the Powwow music of Native American tribes represent examples where race, ethnicity, social class, gender, religion, sexual orientation, disability, and age, are related to difference, power and discrimination aroung the country.

	7. provide a multidisciplinary perspective on issues of difference, power, and discrimination
	World music study can not take place without encouraging an open-minded favoring of multidisciplinary perspectives on issues of difference, power, and discrimination. The performance (legally) in the US by Persian Baha'is, for example, of their indigenous songs and prayers, in its own right, calls attention to an appreciation of freedom of religion in the US as large groups of Baha'i refugees from Iran escape torture and death where they to return to Iran. 

	8. incorporate interactive learning activities (e.g.: in-class writing exercises classroom discussion peer-review of written material web-based discussion groups). Specify the types of activities to be used in class.
	Studying world music incorporates interactive learning activities as students study musical cultures within the US and abroad by in-class writing exercises, classroom discussions, the peer-review of written materials and even modern web-based discussion groups since music is one of humanity's most favorite expressive arts which expresses cultures in all their sociological varieties imaginable.


Please attach the approved course outline.
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Office of Instruction and Student Services
October 2003


