Application for Arts and Letters Distribution Requirement status


Course number/title: Music in World Cultures Catalog course description:
 This one-term basic survey explores selected musical cultures of the major continental regions of the globe. Focus is placed in both (1) the nature of the music for a given people on its own terms (2) and the ways in which this music is located within its own cultural context. Approaching this music is accomplished by both recorded music listening and analysis. Venues include in-class and outside-classroom experiences of music and, to a limited degree, in-class music making.
Courses meeting the AA/OT Arts and Letters requirements shall:

· be a minimum of three credits

· be regularly numbered offerings (not 199 or 299 temporary or 298 independent study)

· have as their main focus the broad exploration of traditional liberal arts

	Courses qualifying for the Arts and Letters Requirement shall also meet these criteria:
	How course meets criteria

	1. build upon already established basic skills
	Students learn how music basics such as melody, rhythm, form and structure (with which they are already familiar as music lovers) applies to all the world's musical systems but in very different cultural varieties.

	2. be grounded in theory, which informs practice
	Music theory (in this part of the world) is studied in world cultures where musical practice leads to grounded music theory where definitions vary widely but recognizably.

	3. develop critical thinking or creative application of ideas
	International musical sytems are explored requiring students to use critical thinking as they concurrently apply creative ideas to access understanding of world music repertoire.

	4. emphasize the value of artistic expression and human creativity
	Students analyze music whose characteristics display abundant artistic expression just as valuable and creative as musical traditions are in which these students grew up learning as well.

	5. incorporate interactive learning activities, including performance or studio experiences
	Groups analyze and interact as they discover how various cultures approach the problems in performance and how their solutions can be translated to the studio experience as well as the cultural community from which they sprang

	6. require learning at the level of

· analysis

· synthesis

· evaluation
	World music repertoire can best be analyzed and understood beginning with the basics where music making is international and diverse even though the particulars of analysis and synthesis  lead to evaluation (requiring an open mind) of any culture's repertoire.

	7. require substantial out-of-class learning, related to course content, on the students' part
	World music study requires a great deal of out-of-class engagement with recordings and written materials since course content (by definition) will not be presumably a part of our students' upbringing and individual prior musical experience

	8. require readings and research within experiential courses
	As students engage in new ways in which cultures combine melody, rhythm and musical form and structure, readings and research are our most valuable tools in recreating the students engagement with music about which they are unfamliar in their own previous background

	9. develop students' information literacy skills (use of library, internet, etc.)
	World music study can only be accomplished by widening one's musical and analitical skills as students use library and internet resources to extend their own engagement with music from outside their own cultural background and experience

	10. connect course skills to other disciplinary learning


	World music can only be best understood when seen in its variety of cultural matrices around the world and music ini cultural contexts help students engage rather than view it as cultural shock

	11. foster recognition of diverse humanity and build respect for human diversity 
	World music helps students see our universal basic human family as a diversified group of people where community requires respect for one another's differences as strengths
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