Film Studies Assessment Project 

Background Information:

The Film studies program consists of an introductory film survey (English 195, 196 & 197), several stand-alone sophomore courses (FA 263, 264, ENG 271, 272 & 273), and a related ethnic studies course, FA 265:  African American Film, for a total of nine courses.  All of these courses include a shared outcome (#6 below), 

The program introduces students to cinematic language, film history and social/cultural analysis of cinematic texts. The goal of the program is two-fold: 1) to help students gain cine-literacy; 2) to increase their appreciation of cinema arts. 

Because the Film Studies program is a component of the English department, the most appropriate element of learning to measure is student writing.  Thus, our assessment project focuses on the evaluation of formal essays (whether in the form of final papers or final exam take-home essays).

Given the fact that the film studies program is a horizontal one—that is, there are no prerequisites for any of our courses—our assessment project may focus on any of our film courses at a given time.  

In addition, since our film survey, ENG 195, 196 & 197—garners the greatest number of students, we feel that we should focus on assessing these courses first, but an ongoing assessment project would necessarily involve all of the film courses at some point.

Description of Outcomes to be Assessed:

The introductory film sequence, ENG 195, includes the following outcomes:

1. Use a historical and cultural framework and formal vocabulary for thinking, writing and talking about films

2. Develop and apply an understanding of film language and style to the analysis of films

3. Recognize the narrative and stylistic conventions of the film genres studied during the quarter

4. Explain the larger social-historical contexts from which the chosen films emerge and that help to shape them

5. Analyze and describe the ideological implications of films in terms of race, ethnicity, class, gender, sexuality and nation

6. Write meaningfully about the formal and ideological issues of the films studied during the quarter

Methodology:

One complicating factor for any assessment is the small sample available for data analysis.  To ameliorate the potential difficulties of a small sample, we would like to propose a non—random collection of direct measures (see information below).  This non-random sampling will allow us to accomplish two goals:  1.  Faculty will be able to “norm” their grading and work on developing and adhering to consistent standards; 2.  An examination of student essays coupled with a student perception survey will allow faculty to identify the strengths and weaknesses in student learning and adjust course content, learning outcomes and teaching style, accordingly.  

A further outcome, unrelated to this particular assessment project, is the establishment of stronger ties with our local university, which also has a film studies program, albeit one that includes junior-, senior- and graduate-level courses and that grants an undergraduate minor and a graduate certificate.  Our initial collaboration may very well help us develop degree pathways with the university.

Description of Assessment Measures: 

· Indirect Measure: Distribution and collection of a student perception survey about the course objectives for ENG 195.

· Direct Measure: Collection of final essays from a sampling of students in two sections of ENG 195 fall 2007, representing a range of grades.  Specifically, faculty from each section of ENG 195 will collect two examples of A-, B-, C-level and failing work in the form of final essays from the class (16 essays total from both sections).  The writing will be evaluated by three graduate students at our local university who specialize in film studies, using a rubric for proficiency in one of the five objectives for Eng 195.  The graduate students shall be selected from a list provided by Associate Professor Kathleen Karlyn of the University of Oregon's English department. 

We will be focusing on the following outcome for the course:

· Understand and be able to write meaningfully about the formal and ideological issues of the films studied during the quarter

· This outcome embodies two of our general education outcomes:  1. Communicate effectively (demonstrate effective writing skills); 2. Explore academic disciplines of liberal arts, etc. (value artistic expression and human creativity).

Timeline:  
· Winter 2007:  Pilot project with outside readers and a grade-norming session.

· Fall 2007:  Faculty will collect student writing at the end of fall term, recording their grades for the essays separately from the essays themselves, retaining copies for themselves.  Faculty will also distribute and collect the student survey at the end of the quarter.

· Over winter break, Kate Sullivan, who is coordinating the assessment project, will remove identifying marks from the papers and number them randomly.  She will also collate the data from the student surveys.

· Winter term, 2008: in January, Kate will meet with the outside readers to distribute the film papers and conduct the assessment workshop.  We estimate that this process will take 3-4 hours.

· In February, the film studies faculty will meet to discuss the assessment of the outside readers and the results of the student survey.  Faculty will further compare the results of the direct measure with those from the student survey.

· Spring Term, 2008:  Film Studies faculty will share the results of their project with the Language, Literature and Communication Division.

 
Cost: $125 honorarium for each outside reader per annum or biannually ($375 total)

