Evaluation Instructions and Rubric

Dear Evaluator,

Before reading the eight papers assigned to you, please read through the attached rubric ("Assessment Rubric for Film Papers"), paying attention to the criteria for the evaluation of student essays.  Once you've familiarized yourself with the rubric and criteria, please read through the entire set of papers before assigning a grade of A, B, C or "not passing" to each essay.

After you've finished assigning grades, please answer the following questions:

1. Of the course objectives listed below, which did you see most frequently and most competently addressed in student writing?  Circle the number that most closely represents the aggregate of the papers.

	Course Objective
	Demonstrates Excellence in the expression of this objective
	Demonstrates Proficiency
	Demonstrates

Competence
	Inadequately expressed/ Not present

	A. Use a historical and cultural framework and formal vocabulary in writing about film
	4
	3
	2
	1

	B. Apply film language in the analysis of film(s)

	4
	3
	2
	1

	C. Explain the larger social-historical contexts from which the chosen film(s) emerges 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	D. Analyze and describe the ideological implications of the film(s) written about in terms of one of the following: race, ethnicity, class, gender, sexuality, nation.
	4
	3
	2
	1

	E. Write meaningfully about the formal and ideological issues of the film(s) written about
	4
	3
	2
	1


2. Of the papers you read, did you notice any significant patterns and/or problems with the writing?  If so, what are they?

Do you have any comments/concerns that you'd like to share with LCC's film instructors in terms of the student writing presented?

	Assessment Rubric for Film Papers


	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Approaching Expectations
	Doesn't Meet Expectations—Not Present

	1. 
	Has a clear introduction that raises all issues the paper will cover; thesis is precise
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	Has a conclusion that sums up the paper; returns us, in some way, to the thesis; doesn't raise any new issues
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	Includes a brief (no more than a paragraph) overview in which the salient characters and details of the plot are introduced before they are referenced in the body of the paper
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	Coherency:  

· Contains a central idea, intro, body & conclusion 

· Thesis/central idea is easy to identify and carried throughout the paper (goes beyond the obvious/not simply descriptive or a plot summary)

· Paragraphs are well constructed and organized around one main idea only
· Paragraph transitions are signaled clearly
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	
	
	
	
	

	6. 
	
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	
	
	
	
	

	8. 
	Evidence:

· Integrates concrete examples from the film:  dialogue, visual detail; includes specific references to any sources used, if applicable 

· Connects these examples to claims in the paper
	
	
	
	

	9. 
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	Prose:  

· Clear, easy to understand 

· Tone and style are appropriate

· Word choice is appropriate/interesting

· Contains few (no more than 2-3) serious grammatical errors; virtually error free in terms of spelling 
	
	
	
	

	11. 
	
	
	
	
	

	12. 
	
	
	
	
	

	13. 
	
	
	
	
	

	14. 
	Integrates and synthesizes information from outside sources clearly; applies concepts from these sources to the film, attributing information ethically
	
	
	
	

	15. 
	Demonstrates an understanding of film language in service to the stated thesis

OR
	
	
	
	

	16. 
	Demonstrates an ability to draw conclusions about the ideological issues raised by the film(s) referenced 
	
	
	
	

	17. 
	Gives credit to sources, using MLA style, using signal phrases and a "Works Cited" section
	
	
	
	

	18. 
	Creativity/Originality:

· Demonstrates insight and critical thinking

· Includes evidence/observations/assertions that go beyond plot summary/description
	
	
	
	

	19. 
	
	
	
	
	

	20. 
	Follows MLA format—author, page system, correct header, first page, etc.
	
	
	
	

	
	Grade for this Essay:  A, B, C or "not passing"
	


