Gen. Ed Meeting 4/15/08

Rick Williams’ Notes

Core abilities 

Thinking critically

Solving Problems

The proposed ideas about critical thinking present a very limited, mostly linear, approach to critical thinking. 

Critical thinking is directly associated with, and a part of problem solving processes.

When we think critically we begin to solve the problems associated with not thinking critically--such as impulsively making and acting on decisions that end up being disadvantageous. 

Problem solving is directly associated with creativity. If thinking critically to solve problems does not include creativity no problems will be solved in the most effective and advantageous ways.

Cognitively, creativity and problems solving are generated from and directed by processes of the unconscious mind using unconscious memory.  

These are primarily synthesistic, not rational cognitive processes.  They may apply but are not wholly driven by the scientific process or even by conscious reason.

The rational response to the primary cognitive process of problem solving and decision making is a secondary response.  

The most effective critical thinking integrates rational thought with creativity and intuitive cognitive processing to apply multiple cognitive modalities and intelligences to solve problems in the most advantageous ways.  

Homework:

1. Take work we did and rewrite and send to Mary.

2. Read rubric example.

3. Explore other colleges for Gen. Ed assessment/critical thinking/problem solving

