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Chapter 5: Learning to Think

“Unfortunately, there is no universally accepted definition of ‘critical thinking.’ One of the more precise definitions is that of the American Psychological Association: ‘Purposeful, self-regulatory judgment which results in interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and inference as well as explanation of the evidential, conceptual and methodological considerations on which a judgment is based.’  From Critical Thinking: A Statement of Expert Consensus for Purposes of Educational Assessment and Instruction (1990).  Authors often use the term more loosely, however, to refer to analytical thinking, problem solving, reflective judgment, applied logic, or practical reasoning.  Further   complexity arises from the fact that there is no universal set of intellectual skills appropriate for thinking about all kinds of problems.  Different subjects often have their own specialized methods of defining and analyzing problems, which may not be helpful in addressing problems in other fields” (p. 109).  

